
Summer Edition June 8, 2020

A Journey by Stages 
The question on everyone’s mind is when we will be 
able to resume in person worship at St. Mary of the 
Harbor. The answer is sooner than later but not quite 
yet.  We have some work to do first. 

Shortly after Bishop Gates instructed us to temporarily 
suspend in person worship in mid March, the bishops 
and a team that included epidemiologists, started 
planning for the day when congregations could gather 
again in their churches. The result was the development 
of a document called A Journey by Stages.  It outlines 
the criteria churches will have to follow to insure the 
safety and well being of church goers. 

Using the document as a guide, six parishioners have 
agreed to serve on an advisory group to implement the 
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Annual Parish 
Meeting 

St. Mary of the Harbor’s  
Annual Parish Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, June 
28 at 11:00 a.m.  Given that 
we cannot gather in person, 
the meeting will be held 
online via a Zoom web 
conference.  The link will be 
emailed to voting members 
before the meeting. The 
Annual Report will be sent 
out ahead of time as well to 
give everyone t ime to 
review it. 

Another change concerns 
how we will elect vestry 
members this year.   For 
those who have access to 
email, online voting will be 
available.  For those who do 
not, parishioners can mail in 
their ballot or call the 
church office. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Terry at 
ptownvicar50@gmail.com 
or call the church office at 
508-487-2622. 
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procedures we must have in place before we can 
gather again for in person worship. Sharon Inger, 
Priscilla Jackett, Peter Kosewski, John Loftin, Patricia 
Penza and Andi Sawyer will be working with Terry to 
implement the regathering protocols. 

The process we are using follows four steps based on 
public health indicators that measure the spread and 
intensity of COVID-19 within the population.  We are 
currently in Stage One but are moving toward Stage 
Two which will permit St. Mary of the Harbor to reopen 
with certain restrictions. These include physical 
distancing, the use of masks, and limiting the number of 
individuals at any one worship service (40% of capacity). 
Progress toward steps three and four will be 
determined by the same public health criteria. 

As we move forward, it is important to keep in mind that 
this is a one step at a time process for each 
congregation.  This will take time and considerable 
effort on everyone’s part.  Please be patient. 

As of the publication of this edition of the OuterMost 
Voice, Episcopal churches within the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts are not permitted to resume in person 
gatherings for worship until after July 1, a date that 
could be extended if infection rates spike between now 
and then. 

We will update you periodically on where we are in the 
process.  Until we are able to gather again in person, 
please remember: every journey begins with the first 
step.    
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Treasurer’s Report 

Considering that in person 
worship services were 
suspended in the middle 
of March, St. Mary of the 
Harbor has weathered the 
past few weeks remarkably 
well. YTD total Plate and 
Pledge revenues were up 
$6,080 compared to last 
year.  For the same period, 
expenses where higher 
due to an unexpected 
repair to the church’s main 
water line and expenses to 
capture and remove a 
raccoon that was nesting 
under the church.    

Planned building repairs 
and maintenance were 
able to move forward 
t h a n k s t o t w o v e r y 
generous donations from 
parishioners.   The exterior 
trim to the rectory was 
painted and new flooring 
was purchased for the 
parish hall, kitchen and 
library. The rectory roof 
had to be replaced but that 
was paid for by proceeds 
from an insurance claim.        
Continued on next page 
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St. Mary’s also incurred a one time expense to upgrade to the church’s audio system. In addition to 
these expenditures, the commissioning of two new altar frontals and matching vestments were 
made prior to the suspension of in person worship services. 

Thankfully, St. Mary of the Harbor was approved for an emergency loan ($28,852) in May through 
the Paycheck Protection Program created by Congress.  These funds are being used to help fund 
some of the church’s operating expenses through the summer, including salary and benefits, 
utilities, etc. Given that our two largest fundraisers (Art & Sprit and the Summer Fair) may not 
happen this year, the PPP loan will make a difference to the bottom line given the potential loss in 
revenue. We have also temporarily suspended assessment payments to the Diocese of 
Massachusetts.  Terry is working with some of his fellow rectors and the Cape and Island’s 
representatives to Diocesan Council to push for year end abatements of unpaid assessments and 
reductions to future assessments for churches facing financial hardships. 

For the first quarter of 2020, the church’s investments with the Diocesan Investment Trust saw an 
8% drop in value ($53,269).   Hopefully in time, we will see gains to offset this loss.  While we have 
taken an unexpected hit, for the time being, St. Mary’s finances are stable.  All things considered, 
we are a viable parish because our parishioners have demonstrated their love for this little church 
through their generosity.  Thank you!   

                                        Mike Sutila, Treasurer 

Rectory Roof Replaced 

Roofers spent three days in April repairing damage to the rectory roof caused by high 
winds earlier this year.  Fortunately, the church’s property insurance covered all but $1000 
of the $12,632 cost. 
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A New Coat of Paint Does Wonders 

Our next door neighbors (and the Rector) couldn’t be happier! The rectory trim was 
repaired and given a new coat of paint in May.  The long deferred project was made 
possible by a generous donation from a St. Mary’s parishioner.  

Racism and Redemption  
Like many of you, I have watched events unfold across our nation following the murder of 
George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer and three other officers who let it happen.  
The outrage and the grief over this senseless act is palpable and is being given voice by 
thousands of courageous Americans who have taken to the streets to demand that our 
nation live up to the ideal of equal justice under the law.   

That people are treated 
differently because of their 
skin color is a fact, whether 
you live in Massachusetts, 
Mississippi or Minnesota.  
The glaring inequities in 
this country and within our 
c o m m u n i t i e s a r e 
undeniable.  They exist 
because the majority of us 
who enjoy the economic 
and social benefits of 
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whiteness, continue to ignore the hurt our sisters and brothers endure every day of their 
lives.   

When we ignore another human being’s suffering, we not only deny their humanity, we 
diminish our own.  In doing so, we become modern day exemplars of those travelers 
Jesus talks about in his parable about a Samaritan. First a priest and then a Levite, both of 
whom were religious men, looked the other way when they came upon a man who had 
been left to die in a ditch. But when a Samaritan came along, he saw a fellow human being 
in pain.  And instead of looking the other way, the Samaritan did what he could.  He 
attended to the man’s wounds. 

Some of you probably want to help but don’t know what to do.  First of all, let me say that 
no one person can fix the problem of systemic racism and institutionalized injustice.  But 
we can do what we can do.  And it begins by seeing rather than ignoring and by listening 
rather than turning a deaf ear. 

A young black man named Shawn, whose family lived in the same Nashville 
neighborhood for 54 years, watched as his black neighbors moved away as the 
neighborhood became more gentrified and white.  With the recent deaths of young black 
men at the hand of police and vigilantes fresh on his mind, Shawn posted on Facebook 
that he was afraid to take a walk in his own neighborhood for fear that what happened to 
Ahmaud Abery and George Floyd could happen to him. 

Well, some of Shawn’s neighbors saw his post and heard his pain.  And  on Thursday, 75 of 
Shawn’s neighbors, most of whom he did not know, showed up and walked with him. That 
is what happen when we listen.  That is what happens when we leave the comfort of our 
homes and our lives and become a part of the solution.   

And lest any you think that you cannot make a difference, think again. The wounds of 
injustice and racism may run deep.  But so does love.  

Terry+ 

Here is a link to the article: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/06/03/black-man-
was-afraid-walk-his-gentrified-community-so-75-neighbors-walked-
with-him/ 
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Recommended reading and other resources from Sunday’s Coffee Hour group: 

Justice in June: 

h t t p s : / / d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / d o c u m e n t / u / 1 / d / 1 H -
Vxs6jEUByXylMS2BjGH1kQ7mEuZnHpPSs1Bpaqmw0/mobilebasic?urp=gmail_link 

Waking Up White:  Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving 

75 Things White People Can Do (numerous sites using google) 

National Public Radio’s Notice the Rage; Notice the Silence podcast link: 

https://onbeing.org/programs/resmaa-menakem-notice-the-rage-notice-the-silence/ 

Bishop’s Statement on violence and the sin of racism 

June 1, 2020 

Dear People of the Diocese of Massachusetts, 

Yesterday afternoon we stood in Boston with other religious leaders as “Clergy United in 
Prayer, Protest, Peace, and Justice.” Sponsored by the Black Ministerial Alliance and the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches, the demonstration’s speakers called “for the swift 
prosecution of those perpetuating violence on black bodies and killing; for justice in our 
nation and in our neighborhoods, in…a pandemic that exposes the massive injustice of 
unequal access to basic physical and mental health care which communities of color have 
had to endure.” 

The demonstration included prayer for the dead, and for the living, “for the broken-
hearted and those losing hope.”  In devastating wordlessness, we held silence for 8 
minutes and 46 seconds – the length of time it took to snuff out the life of George Floyd 
with a knee to his neck. 
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That afternoon protest was peaceful, as were several other large demonstrations 
throughout the day. When night fell, however, the protests turned violent, with significant 
destruction to property in the area surrounding our Cathedral Church of St. Paul. 

We decry every manifestation of violence. This includes the destructive violence which 
followed peaceful protests in Boston  this weekend.  If we experience these events as 
extraordinary, however, we must recognize that acts of violence done to black and brown 
bodies are anything but.  The recent, appalling deaths of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery are but the latest in our nation’s 400-year history of violence 
against people of color, manifestations of our sin of racism and the culture of unexamined 
white supremacy. Until we understand and acknowledge all of these forms of violence as 
integrally connected, we can never hope to make our prayers for peace anything more 
than wishful thinking. 

We commend to you Dean Amy McCreath’s letter earlier today [available here ] reporting 
effects of last night’s violence surrounding our  cathedral, and reflecting upon ways to 
respond. We commend to you also yesterday’s essay in The Washington Post  [available 
here ] by our presiding bishop, the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, who issues this call: “I see 
us channeling our holy rage into concrete, productive and powerful action …. Love looks 
like making the long-term commitment to racial healing, justice and truth-telling – 
knowing that, without intentional, ongoing intervention on the part of every person of 
good will, America will cling to its original, racist ways of being. … Now is the time for all 
of us to show – in our words, our actions, and our lives – what love really looks like.” 

The Rt. Rev. Alan M. Gates           The Rt. Rev. Gayle E. Harris 

Directory Assistance 

Please don’t forget to email us at 
smothoffice@gmail.com or call the 
church office at 508-487-2622 if there is 
a change to your address or phone 
number. 

Parishioner directories are available 
upon request.   
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Vestry News 

Designated Easter offering for the Emergency Ministry Fund (RDF) 
 to assist local residents affected by layoffs 

Approved expenditures for: 
 repairs to and painting of exterior trim on the rectory 
 new flooring for the parish hall, kitchen, and the library 
 new seasonal altar frontals and matching vestments 
 replacement of dimmer switches for the church’s LED lights 

Received report from Nomination Committee regarding candidates for vestry  
  
Church News Sources 

Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts news link: 

https://www.diomass.org/news-pubs/diocesan-news 

Episcopal Church News Service link: 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org 
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